Re-entry ectopic ventricular rhythm caused by artificial pacing.
Two cases with coupled ectopic ventricular rhythm associated with artificial pacing are presented. The premature ventricular beats appeared at a fixed distance from the R of the previous electrical stimulus complex and when pacing was stopped ventricular arrest occurred. This provides strong evidence that the ectopic ventricular beats were dependent on the electrical stimulus and therefore that they were produced by its re-entry. It was observed that the re-entry phenomenon occurred at low rates. This arrhythmia even persisted after the permanent pacing and was successfully suppressed by procainamide in both cases.